MEN OF POWER

him, and would do all in his power to help him and his
cause.

More important in his, mind than prosecuting his at-
tackers was the matter of registering first. The clerk
came to see Gandhi, told him not to worry, but just
get well again and a place would be saved for him at the
head of the list. That, however, would not satisfy
Gandhi. He had promised to register first, and register
first he would. To satisfy him the clerk had to go back
to the office and bring the blanks necessary to register
and fingerprint Gandhi while he lay in bed. Thousands
of Indians followed suit.

But the Transvaal government did not keep the
promise General Smuts had made. The Asiatic Act
was not repealed. Instead, more repressive measures
were passed. The Satyagraha committee prepared a
note asking for repeal of the measures, threatening
further resistance, and public burning of their registra-
tion certificates if the government refused. The gov-
ernment did refuse, and the public burning was held in
the courtyard of the mosque in Johannesburg. Gandhi
made a speech advising those who were afraid of the
consequences to take back their certificates. There
would be no shame in that. The real shame would be
to burn their certificates and then secretly get duplicates.

The committee had already received upwards of two
thousand certificates to be burnt. These were all
thrown into the cauldron, saturated with paraffin, and
set ablaze.. . . The whole gathering rose to its feet and
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